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Introduction
Have you ever considered making money
by selling your photographs online
through licensing the rights to your
images?

It's a great way to bring in money, or to create
an additional revenue stream for your
business! 

Everyday advertisers, web and graphic designers, publishers and
business owners are looking for images to help them illustrate stories
or sell their products.

And while in some cases photographers are hired to create custom
photographs, many times people turn to stock photography to fulfill
their needs.

Perhaps, sitting on your hard drive is an image that would answer
someone's needs.

So, why not get paid for it? 

This checklist is designed to give you 10 simple steps to get
started.  

Much of it focuses on working through stock libraries
(referred to as agencies), but much of this information can be
used to license through your own site as well. 

Enjoy!

Jen Kiaba
Jen Kiaba Photography 



About Me
My name is Jen Kiaba; I'm an award-winning fine-art
photographer, educator and artists' mentor.

Once upon a time, selling my photography seemed like an
impossible dream. 
But then I learned about licensing my photography.  

From there I taught myself everything that I could about licensing; eventually got
my work represented by several agencies that ended up selling my work for book
covers, often making me several thousand dollars every year in additional income. 

Now I love teaching other photographers how they can do the same. That's why
I've prepared this checklist to help you get started achieving a similar dream.

Best of luck and happy creating!



The Checklist!

Step 1: Ensure You Have the Legal Right to Sell Your
Photographs.

Step 2: Research whether Royalty Free model or a Rights
Managed model licensing model is the best fit for you.

Step 3: Pick the stock agency that is the best fit for your
work, and offers the best commission.

▢ Make sure you are the Copyright Owner.

▢ Have Model Releases signed for all recognizable people in your
photographs?

▢ Make sure you have Property Releases where needed.

A Royalty Free license allows a client a non-exclusive, unlimited and
multiple uses of an image. This means you can also sell the image over
and over again, with few restrictions.

A Rights Managed license usually grants a client exclusive usage within a
geographic and time limitation. This means you will likely make fewer
sales, but the fees for Rights Managed tend to be higher.

Choose a licensing model that works the best for your style of
photography. 

Make sure that you’re ok with everything an agency requires of you and
that it will not impede on your other avenues of making an income with
your photography.



Step 4: Have at least one "backup" agency.

Step 5: Familiarize yourself with the submission
requirements and policies of each agency that you are
submitting to.

Step 6: Prepare your photographs according to each
stock agency’s requirements.

Because your first choice in agency may not accept your work right away,
it is important to have a few other choices to submit to.
Don't give up even if you have to submit to more than once agency
before your work is accepted! 

▢ Most agencies want JPEGs in RGB colorspace, so make sure you have
the right file format.

▢ Make sure your work meets minimum file sizes and/or camera mega
pixels.

▢ Remove any visible trademarks or logos in your photos.

▢ Weed out images in your portfolio with heavy editing (heavy vignettes
and textures are often discouraged).

▢ Size your photographs appropriately.

▢ Keyword your images when required.

▢ Name your photos according to each agency's specifications.



Step 7: If needed, register for an account on the stock
photo agency’s site.

Step 8: Apply to become a Contributor.

Step 9: If accepted, review the Contributor Agreement
they offer you closely.

Step 10: Shoot often and submit regularly!

This may not be a requirement for every agency, but do your research to
make sure! Some agencies want submissions by emails or a file transfer,
and others will ask you to register an account to make submissions. 

Now it's time to submit your images. Make sure that you're following the
agency's exact preferred procedure for submission and that you've
properly prepared your images per their requirements.

▢ Make sure you understand and agree to all of the terms.

▢ If you are comfortable with the terms, sign and return the agreement.

▢ Keep an eye on the market and continue to shoot new work so that your
portfolio is fresh and full of the kinds of images that are in demand.

▢ Study the market to see which genres are popular, as well as what
images fit your style. 



Ready to Learn
More?

Enroll >>

Licensing is a fantastic way to begin
earning extra income from your

photography and having your fine art
appear on a book cover is an amazing

feeling.

If you're ready to embark on that journey
then I invite you to join me in my course,

Uncovered: Book Cover Licensing for
Fine Art Photographers 

which is all about creating and licensing
photography for the book cover market!

https://jenkiaba.teachable.com/p/uncovered-selling-art-book-covers
http://jenkiaba.teachable.com/p/uncovered-selling-art-book-covers/

